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Minutes of Meeting of Longford County Council

held in Longford Rugby Club, Demesne, Longford on

Wednesday, 7th October 2020 at 3.00 p.m.
____________________________________________________________________

PRESIDING:


Councillor Paul Ross, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Paraic Brady, John Browne, Seamus Butler, 




Mick Cahill, Mark Casey, Colin Dalton, Gerard Farrell,

Gerard Hagan, Martin Monaghan, Colm Murray, 
Garry Murtagh, Turlough McGovern, Peggy Nolan, 
Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly, Uruemu Adejinmi and Gerry Warnock. 
IN ATTENDANCE:             
Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive. 

Mr. John McKeon, Head of Finance/Director of Services.





Mr. John Brannigan,  Director of Services.





Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.





Ms. Nora O’Farrell, Senior Executive Officer.




Mr. Donal Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner.





Ms. Christine Collins, Broadband Officer.




Ms. Marguerite Donohoe, GIS Officer.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Anne Lee.
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS 

Standing Order No  2              -    Place of Meeting.

The Cathaoirleach referred to the following Section of the Longford County Council Standing Orders  - 

Standing Order No. 2

Place of Meeting.

Unless the Council otherwise decides by resolution, meetings of the Council will be held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford, 

It was unanimously agreed that  due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, today’s meeting be held here in Longford Rugby Club, Demesne, Longford.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor J. Browne seconded by Councillor G. Hagan, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 9th September 2020, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor  P. Nolan seconded by Councillor P. Brady, the Minutes of Committee Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 21st September 2020, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.

None.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS.

None.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE REPORT.

The Chief Executive Report, as circulated, was noted.

The members reiterated their praise for the new style Chief Executive Report. 

MINUTES OF CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MEETING HELD ON THE 
8th JULY 2020  - circulated

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meetings held on the 8th July 2020, as circulated, were noted.

CORPORATE, COMMUNITY AND ENTERPRISE.

NOAC Local Authority Customer Satisfaction Survey 2020 – circulated.

The NOAC Local Authority Customer Satisfaction Survey 2020 was noted.

The members complimented all the staff for such an excellent report for Longford County Council. 

Review of Standing Orders.

On the proposal of Councillor T. McGovern seconded by Councillor M. Cahill, the following amendments to Longford County Council Standing Orders were agreed  -
Plenary Meetings of the Council:

· Unless upon any occasion when it is otherwise fixed by statute or by resolution of the Council, the Meetings of the Council shall be held on the second Wednesday of every month with the exception of August – as agreed by the members at the July 2020 meeting of the Council.
Annual Budget meeting  - meeting date prescribed by regulations.

Venue and Duration of Meetings during the COVID-19 Pandemic.

· Physical Meetings of the Council will be held in the Longford Rugby Club, Demesne, Longford or any other venue deemed suitable during the COVID-19 Pandemic.  The duration of meetings will be limited to no longer than 1 hour and 55 minutes.
All meetings will be held in accordance with Longford County Council protocols and public health guidelines during the COVID-19 Pandemic. 
Appointment of Member to Joint Policing Committee.
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. Brady, it was unanimously agreed to appoint Ms. Amy Faughnan to the Joint Policing Committee, to replace Ms. Emma Kiernan. 

STRATEGIC INFRASTRUCTURE AND CLIMATE CHANGE.

Planning Applications.

The lists of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council were noted.

Pre-Draft County Development Plan 2021 – 2027.

Donal Mac An Bheatha gave a comprehensive presentation, detailing the amendments suggested by the members at Briefing Session held on the 17th September and Committee Meeting held on the 21st September 2020.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Cahill seconded by Councillor P. Brady, it was unanimously agreed in accordance with 11(5) of the Planning and Development Acts 2000 (as amended), the Draft Development Plan prepared by the Chief Executive (Pre-Draft Plan) having been considered by the members and following the incorporation of the amendments required (following meetings of 17th and 21st  September 2020), shall be deemed by resolution to be the Draft Development Plan effective as of 14th October (unless the Planning Authority is required to further amend, by resolution, that draft Development Plan up to and including the 14th October 2020). The Draft Plan to be put forward for public consultation.

Lough Ree Biosphere.

It was noted that this item was considered at Committee Meeting on the 21st September 2020.

Notices of Motions.
Speed Restrictions and Traffic Calming Measures.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Brady and seconded by Councillor T. McGovern  - 
“I call on Longford County Council’s Roads Section to provide speed restrictions and traffic calming measures in all the small towns and villages in the County.”
J. Brannigan stated that Longford County Council in its role as roads authority implements various measures to enhance road user safety and to manage the speed of traffic in towns and villages. Principal among these, for towns and villages, is the introduction of Special Speed Limit Bye-Laws which is done in accordance with the DTT&S “Guidelines for Setting and Managing Speed Limits in Ireland”  and in consultation with the elected members and the public of County Longford. In addition to this further traffic calming, where considered appropriate, is carried out in Accordance with the DTT&S Traffic Management Guidelines.

 

There are a variety of traffic calming measures which are continually implemented in our towns and villages, namely;
· Implementation of Special Speed Limit Bye-Laws.

· Provision, maintenance and improvement of footpaths

· Narrowing of carriageways by construction of footpaths or islands in the road centre.

· Realignment of junctions

· Signage is erected to highlight the approach to towns and villages.

· Pedestrian crossings (Zebra or Puffin) are erected at appropriate locations

 

It should be noted that it is the policy of Longford County Council that ramps are only acceptable if no other suitable measures can be used.

 

It should also be noted that;

· The enforcement of speed limits is a matter for the Gardai.

· Traffic Calming works on National Roads can only be undertaken with the approval (and funding) of the TII.
It was noted that this item will be considered at the next Strategic Infrastructure Strategic Policy Committee Meeting. 
 

Maximum Income Thresholds
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Warnock and seconded by Councillor P. Nolan   - 
“I am calling on Longford County Council to write to the Minister for Housing, Local Government & Heritage to entreat him to review the Maximum Income Thresholds outlined in the Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011 (as amended). These thresholds are totally inadequate in 2020 and are precluding many households on very modest incomes from accessing social housing supports.”
It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Minister, as requested by Councillor Warnock.
Road Signs.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor C. Dalton and seconded by Councillor P. Nolan   - 
“I am calling on Longford County Council to do an audit on all road signs in the county, due to the abuse of signage throughout the county. I would plead with those responsible to respect these signposts.
 Whilst there are alternative technologies available for directions, it is imperative that these signs are maintained for the elderly in our community, who may rely on such signs for directions.”  
 J. Brannigan stated that Road Signs on National Roads are maintained under separate contract by the TII. 

 

Road Signs on Regional and Local roads are maintained by Longford County Council.                        

 

Directional signage on regional roads was installed a number of years ago under specific programme of grant funding provided at that time by the DoE or DoT. There is no specific programme for the ongoing maintenance of these signs and it is carried out under the ordinary maintenance of Regional or Local Roads where funding allows.   

 

In addition, signage at a particular road can be maintained under other works programmes where they are being carried out.    

 

There are not the resources (personnel or funding) available to undertake a Municipal District audit or County wide audit of directional signage. 

 

If there are specific signs the Councillor is aware of they should be referred to the Area Engineering staff.
FINANCE & REGENERATION.
Overdraft Accommodation. 
On the proposal of Councillor Peggy Nolan seconded by Councillor Seamus Butler, it was unanimously agreed to approve of overdraft accommodation of €20m for year ending 
31st December 2021.
County Council Citizen Notification.

Christine Collins and Marguerite Donohoe gave a comprehensive presentation on the new County Council Citizen Notification System.  
The Mapalerter system, based on relevant Eircodes, enables Longford County Council to send area related messages to  citizens regarding Council related notices and issues for their area e.g. relevant road closures, floods, severe weather, water outages and updates on National Broadband Ireland Fibre rollout.
The public will be able to register for the service online at MapAlerter or by completing a form which will be available at public counters and libraries.

Councillor Garry Murtagh, who originally requested a countywide communication service to connect and deliver messages from various agencies throughout the County, complimented the Longford County Council on the introduction of this system. 
GENERAL

Notice of Motion.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Brady and seconded by Councillor G. Murtagh  -

“I call on Longford  County Council to write to the Minister for Education and Skills regarding school transport as it is a very serious problem and also request Bus Eireann to provide a help line specifically for members of the Council.”
It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Minister, as requested by Councillor Brady.
TRAINING.
Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.

VOTE OF SYMPATHY.

Councillor P. Brady proposed and Councillor S. Butler seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Cowan family, on the death of Paddy Cowan, London.   Many tributes were paid to Paddy by the members.  

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________

              Anne Lee,
             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Meeting of Longford County Council held on the

11th November 2020.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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